Last Will & Testament of Levi Dix II

(5th Generation up from Arnold R. Logan III)


I Levi Dix of Accomack County in the State of Virginia being in good health & sound mind & memory ordain & publish this my last Will & Testament as follows to wit:


Firstly,
I devise to my son George J. Dix my plantation on which I now reside, adjoining John S. Bundick’s heirs, & George Warner’s heirs, & also the land which I recently purchased, formerly the property of James Melson decd:, provided however, that if he should die without issue living at his death, then the said two plantations to go to my son Asa T. Dix.

Secondly, I devise to my son Asa T. Dix my sea side plantation which formerly belonged to Levin Copes, supposed to contain about One hundred & twenty eight acres, provided however that if he should die, without issue living at his death, then the land mentioned in this clause of my will, to go to my son George and my daughter Rosa.


Thirdly, I devise to my daughter Rosa G. Northam, formerly Rosa G. Dix, the lands which formerly belonged to my wife Lovey Dix formerly Lovey Wright & which lands were her share of her Fathers real estate & supposed to contain Eighty Acres more or less, and also the lands I purchased of James Wright & also the lands I purchased of Samuel Lewis, & also the lands I purchased of James Northam, which formerly belonged to Sally Northam, wife of said James, to her & her heirs forever.


Fourthly, the devise of my plantation mentioned in the third clause of my will to my daughter Rosa and her heirs, shall in no event be disturbed.


Fifthly, I do hereby ordain & declare, that if either of my children shall endeavour to defeat or prevent the full operation of my Will, as far as regards the lands which formerly belonged to my wife Lovey or shall disturb the child or children to whom they may pass under & by virtue of any one or more clauses of this will, in the full enjoyment thereof then the child or children so endeavoring to defeat or prevent the operation of this will in that respect, or so disturbing the child or children to whom the said lands may pass by virtue of this will, shall forfeit all estate, to which he, she or they may have claim under this will, & to all right to any portion of my property, & the estate so forfeited shall go & pass to the child, or children, or their heirs, who may be prevented from enjoying the said lands under this will.  

Sixthly, I exonerate & set free from Slavery my negro man Luke, my will is that he shall be emancipated & discharged, the first day of January after my decease.


Seventh, I give to my son George J. Dix, my slaves, Rious, Leah, Mary & Ephelia.


Eighth, I give to my son Asa T. Dix my slaves, Littleton, Patience, Enos- Tamer- Emaline (of Ester) & Gatty.

Eighth, I give to my daughter Rosa Northam my slave Fanny.


Ninth, I give to my Grandson Levi J. Northam my slave Peter.


Tenth, I give to my grand daughter Sally Northam my slave Henry.


Eleventh, I give to my grandson George J. Northam my slave Emma of Patience.


Twelvth, I give equally to my son George J. & Asa T. & my daughter Rosa G. Northam, my negro woman Esther, & in consideration of the faithful services of sd: Esther I most ernestly request, that they permit her to live with her husband undisturbed, & without requiring any service from her, & that they be kind & indulgent to her.

Thirteenth, Should either of my grand children, Levin J., Sally or George J. Northam die under the age of Twenty one years, without issue living, then my will is, that the slave or slaves given the one in this will, so dying, shall go to the survivors, or survivor, of my said grand children.
As witness my hand this 23 day of March 1844.

Signed, Acknowledged, published & 

)

pronounced, as & for sd: Testator’s

)



Levi Dix

last Will & Testament, in presence of us.
)

Wm. Parramore.

Thomas White.

Jacob Henderson.


I, Levi Dix Sr: of the County of Accomack do make & publish this, as & for a Codicil, to my foregoing last will & testament.


1st.
I will and direct that my slaves, Rious, Leah & Gatty, mentioned in my will, be free the Christmas after my death.

2d.
I give to my Grand son George H. Dix, son of Asa T. Dix, my little negro boy Erastus. – As Witness my hand this 24th day of December 1847.

Signed, acknowledged published & 

)

pronounced as & for sd: Testator’s

)



Levi Dix

last Will & Testament in presence of

)

Wm. Parramore.

Thos: J. Rayfield.


I, Levi Dix Sr:, do declare this as a second codicil to my last Will & Testament viz:  My slaves Rious Leah & Gatty, instead of being free, at the Christmas after my death shall be free five years after my death, in the mean time they shall serve & be the slaves to those, to whom I have given them in my will, but if my son George returns home then the slaves Rious & Leah, are not to be free, at all but to be his slaves forever.


 As Witness my hand this 13th day of January 1848.

     Witness.

Wm. Parramore







Levi Dix Sr:.

John A. Knower.


At a Court held for Accomack County on the 27th day of March 1848.  This last Will & Testament of Levi Dix decd: was proved by the Oaths of William Parramore, and Jacob Henderson, witnesses thereto, and ordered to be recorded.  Also two Codicils to said Will were proved, the one by William Parramore and Thomas J. Rayfield, the other by William Parramore and John A. Knower, witnesses to the same respectively, and ordered to be recorded.  And there being no Executor named in the said Will; On the motion of James Northam, taking Oath and giving Bond according to Law in the Penalty of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000) with James H. Dix, Henry L. Wessells and James W. Custis, securities thereto.—Letters of Administration with the will annexed, are granted him on the Estate of said Levi Dix decd:.







Test:-- J. J. Ailworth
C. A. C.

(Examined)

SOURCE:
FHL Film 30046, Wills Accomack County, VA, 1846-1881, Pages 35-37
NOTE:
The above Will did have two ‘Eighth’ clauses.  Numbering of the clauses as well as the spelling and punctuation throughout the document were retained.
